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Communicating Great ldeas and Research Findings: Overcoming the
Nonpublication Syndrome
David W. Chan

Although the decision to publish one’s ideas, theories, or research results is entirely
the scholar’s or artist’s unquestioned privilege, scientists and academics nowadays are
constantly reminded that they are judged not so much by what they do in teaching and
research, but by what they do in teaching and research, but by what they write, and by
how much they communicate through publication. Few scholars will deny that
communicating their great ideas and research results is an integral part of their
academic and research activities, and failure to do so may mean immediate loss in the
publish-or-perish game, and potential loss for later generations, which can be great
and far-reaching. Yet, many great thinkers, artists, and scholars have suffered from the
syndrome of nonpublication.

Classroom Climate and Student Outcomesin Primary Mathematics
Swee-chiew Goh
Nanyang Technological University Republic of Sngapore

This study examined associations between classroom climate and affective and
cognitive outcomes among primary mathematics students in Singapore. Also, gender
differences in students' achievement, attitudes and perceptions of classroom climate
were explored. A random sample of 1,512 boys and girls from government primary
schools was used. For the analysis of climate-outcome associations, simple, multiple
and canonical correlation analysis and multilevel (hierarchical linear model) analyses
were conducted using two units of analysis, namely, the individual student and the
class mean. For the analysis of gender differences, multivariate analyses of variance
for repeated measures was performed for the two outcome measures and the
classroom climate scales. The study led to validation of a widely-applicable and
convenient learning environment questionnaire for future use by researchers and
teachers at the primary school level. Overal the different methods of analysis yielded
consistent associations between classroom climate and student outcomes. Gender
differences were detected in mathematics achievement, in devour of boys, but girls
generally viewed their classroom climate more favorably than the boys did.

Spurring without a Spur —Motivating L 2 L ear ner sthrough Token Economy
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Mee-ling Lai
Hong Kong Institute of Education

With the belief that leaning motivation relates closed to students day-to day
experience in the classrooms, an English Improvement Award Scheme was specialy
designed and tried out in a Hong Kong secondary school. The aim of the Scheme was
to stimulate higher learning motivation and better performance in the English subject
through the provison of instant reinforcement. This token system rewarded
improvement in dictation, composition, test and class participation. The performance
of students at junior secondary levels was monitored for four months. With analyzed
statistics on the token scores and questionnaires answered by a sample of 119 students
and 12 teachers, this study aimed at evaluating the effects which the Scheme had
brought in English learning and how well-received it was for both student and
teachers.
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Games Teaching: Changed or Unchanged?
Raymond Yuk-kwong Liu
The Hong Kong Institute of Education

The Teaching for Understanding Movement is an innovation in games teaching and
was first introduced by Bunker and Thorpe at Loughborough University of
Technology in 1982. The main focus of this approach is on the understanding of the
games and the development of the cognitive experiences through teaching of tactical
awareness. Obvioudly, it is different from the skill-based approach which stresses the
learning of skills and techniques. Over the past ten years, the innovation has been
gradually disseminated in U.SA., Australia and New Zealand. The studies on the
effectiveness of this approach generally reported that this is a new direction on games
teaching (Booth, 1983; Stoddart, 1985; Lawton, 1989). At present, many PE teachers
in Hong Kong still adopt the skill-based approach in games teaching. Therefore the
introduction of the Teaching for Understanding approach to Hong Kong should be a
completely new and challenging movement, In order to provide a more reflective
climate for the teaching of games in Hong Kong, and if appropriate, to start the
process of introducing a different approach, a survey was conducted to find out the
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teaching approach or approaches PE teachers used during games lessons; how they
felt and if they accepted this change.
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Novice and Experience Teachers Instructional Activitiesin the Classroom
Peter T.K. Tam
The University of Hong Kong

This study was designed to compare the instructional activities of trained and
experienced teachers (ET) and untrained and less experienced teachers (LET) in the
classroom setting. A teaching acts model (TAM) for analyzing routines was suggested.
In this method, an instructional routine was decomposed into basic elements called
teaching steps and teaching steps and teaching acts. Two instruments, the Description
of Instructional Processes (DIP) and the Teaching Processes Observation Schedule
(TPOS) were developed to help to describe and evaluate the teaching activities and
routines. Seven ET and five LET from a convenient sample of six secondary schools
in Hong Kong were observed, videotaped, and interviewed.

Results indicated that most of the teaching activities of the ET and LET were executed
as instructional routines that were activated by content progress rather than by
students’ behaviors. Also, teaching activates consisted mainly of three commonly used
the exposition, interaction, and classroom management. In terms of methods, both the
ET and the LET commonly used the exposition approach, the textbook and the
chalkboard. But, the ET showed better management skills, such as being more firm
and assertive in teaching, thus producing better results. Findings of this study have
applications in the study and improvement of teaching in the classroom.

Arranging Journal Writing and Dialogue in Developing Reflective Thinking in
Nursing Education
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Alice J.T. Yuen Loke

Frances Kam-yuet Wong

Marian Wai-lin Wong

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

This study examined the use of journal writing and dialogue in developing reflective
thinking in nursing students. Through the writing of reflective journals and dialogue
sessions, nursing students in a post-registration diploma program were to examine
professional issues in nursing. Data, in the forms of journal writing, dialogue, and
interviews were gathered. The findings in this study suggested that students benefited
from multiple learning strategies in developing reflective learning. The combination
of journal writing and dialogue have potentiated the effect of reflective learning
outcomes. The analysis of data revealed that students needed frequent feedback from
the teacher to develop reflective learning. Students welcomed the opportunities for
challenges and ideas from peers during pre-arranged dialogue sessions.

New and Experienced Secondary School Principals. Leadership, Management
Difficulties, Confidence, Efficacy, and Satisfaction

Man-leung Kwok

Sai-kwong Lo

Man-biu Ng

Yin-cheong Cheng

Hong Kong Institure of Education

The present study aims to investigate the pattern of work life of new and experiences
principals in terms of leadership forces, management difficulties, confidence to
overcome difficulties, sense of efficacy, and job satisfaction. A total of 152 principals
from Hong Kong secondary schools were involved. Results showed that three groups
of principals could be identified in terms of length of experience (1-2 years, 3-5 years
and 6 or more years) and strength of leadership. The relationship between the length
of experience and strength of leadership was found to be non-linear with the 3-5 year
group being the lowest in leadership. The top ten most difficult issues in school;
management faced by the principals were identified and discusses. The group effects
of principal experience on perceived management difficulties, confidence to overcome
the difficulties, sense of self-efficacy and job satisfaction were analyzed. The findings
suggest three stages of professional growth of secondary school principals, namely,
the observing stage, the action stage and the stability stage. Implications are proposed
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for practice and further study.

School Re-Engineering in the New Century: An Organizational Perspective
Yin-cheong Cheng
Hong Kong Institute of Education

Numerous educational changes and school reforms have been conducted to pursue
educational effectiveness and educational quality in different parts of the world.
Unfortunately, most of the past educationa reform with focus on fragmentary
improvement and remedial treatment are not sufficient to bring holistic school
development and long term effectiveness, and inevitably many of them have
experienced serious frustration of not failure.

Integration from my recent research and thinking, this paper aims to propose from an
organizational perspective a direction including ten importance tendencies are: (1)
towards multiple school functions from simplistic purposes, (2) towards school
autonomy and self-initiative through school-based management; (3) towards school
healthy functioning through a knowledge-based profile; (4) towards school continuous
learning and devel opment through strategic management; (5) towards human initiative
through multi-level self management in school; (6) towards school multiple
effectiveness through a dynamic process; (7) towards holistic education in school
through layer management; (8) towards synergy and effectiveness through congruence
in school; (9) towards total home-school collaboration and community support for
resources, ideas and legitimacy and (10) towards school driving force through
transformational leadership.

Hopefully, school re-engineering in this direction can support schools to facilitate
continuous development of students and staff, increase support of parents and
community, improve technology in education and management, and pursue multiple
functions more effectively at different levels of our society. All those concerned
particularly our students and teachers can benefit from the coming school reforms.
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Questioning is a very important skill commonly used in classroom teaching.
Researches confirm that effective teachers could exercise suitable kinds of
questioning to facilitate students’ learning. Zheng Puin On (1988) has categorized the
types of questioning into nine categories, namely, the thinking type, the curiosity type,
the reinforcing type and the concluding type. The purpose of this paper is to analyse
the characteristics of each type, its purpose and the principles of its application.
Examples taken from Hong Kong secondary chinese text will be given to illustrate the
characteristics and their use.
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The research aims to probe Chinese language teachers’ opinions on the study and use
of simplified characters by students in Hong Kong in order to provide a reference to
the promotion of adopting simplified characters in teaching. The result shows that
most teachers feel that ssimplified characters should be taught in senior forms of
secondary school and only 40% of the teachers feel that they may even be adopted in
lower forms. Around 30% of teachers allow their students to use common simplified
characters in daily exercise in lower forms whereas most teachers allow it in senior
forms. Similarly, over 80% of teachers allow their senior form students use simplified
characters in examination but only 30% allow lower form students to do so.
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This paper assesses the ways of implementation of civic education through
extra-curricular activities in Hong Kong secondary schools in terms of their parts in
the structure of schools civic education programmes, the provision, items, nature,
membership, organization of extra-curricular activities and students participation.
This paper concludes that it is not optimistic to promote civic education through
extra-curricular activities as there are many negative factors involved. Findly, it
makes suggestions on the implementation of future civic education programmes
though extra-curricular activities, as well as the research questions to be explored.
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