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Learning to Teach” and Teacher Development: Insights from the Narrative
Therapy Approach

David W. Chan

The problem of teachers "learning to teach” is discussed in the context of teacher
knowledge, modes of knowing, and the theory-practice dichotomy. It is contended
that in valuing narrative and practical knowledge, teacher narratives capture the
complexities of teachers school and classroom experiences and are important in
teacher development. The narrative therapy approach provides a perspective for
conceptualizing teacher education, which acknowledges that teacher changes and
development occur when personal and professional identities are recognized as being
inextricably linked in the retelling and rewriting of teacher narratives.
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Parental Influences Towards Chinese Children's Physical Activity Participation
Patrick W. C. Lau and Beeto W. C. Leung

This paper investigates the link between parents physical activity and their children's
physical activity participation. Psychological factors of both parents and children
were examined to determine how parental factors affected children's corresponding
constructs. A total of 748 children (430 girls, 318 boys) and their parents were
examined. The questionnaire was designed in two parts, one for the parent and one for
the children. Correlations and path analysis were conducted. Results suggest that
parental experiences and attitudes towards physical activity are significantly but
weakly associated with children's physical activity involvement. In the final model,
child-perceived family environment and gender were found the most influentia
factors in shaping children's physical activity participation. The final model accounted
for 19.7 % of the variance of children's physical activity participation. The
standardized coefficients for the paths from children's attitudes, child-perceived
family environment and child's gender to children's physical activity level
were .13, .27 and .31 respectively. All parental factors exerted their respective
influences to children's physical activity behaviour through children's attitude and
child-perceived family environment.
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Teacher Expectation of Higher Disciplinary Problemsand Stress Among Hong
Kong Secondary School Teachers

Chung-lim Ho, Jin-pang Leung, and Helene H. Fung

A survey was conducted to examine the effect of teacher expectation of higher
disciplinary problems on predicting stress among Hong Kong secondary school

teachers. Questionnaires were completed by 187 teachers from 14 secondary schools.
The results show that teacher expectation of higher disciplinary problems could be a

© Hong Kong Educational Research Association 2003



HKERA Educational Research Journal VOL18 Number 1 Summer 2003 Abstract

major predictor of stress. Compared with teachers from band 1 schools, teachers from
band 3 schools reported higher level of teacher stress, greater number of disruptive
students in class, higher teacher expectation of more disciplinary problems in the
beginning of the term, and more time spent on classroom management. Hierarchical
multiple regression analyses demonstrated that teacher expectation of a higher level of
disciplinary problems predict teacher stress after controlling for school banding and
actual disruptive situation in classroom. The findings from our study suggest that how
teachers cognitively construe the working environment could substantially influence
occupational stress above and beyond the actua working environment. "What teacher
expects’ might be an important factor to consider when examining teacher stress.
Recommendations on alleviating teacher stress were made.
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The Effectiveness of Artifact Study in Art Museums of Hong Kong: An
Evaluation Exercise on Art Museum Experience by Secondary School Students
in Local Context

AnneS. H. Lam

In this evaluation exercise, | would like to investigate how public art museums in
Hong Kong use their collections to stimulate and motivate students to learn through
artifact study. Five galleries with permanent display of artifacts in the Hong Kong
Museum of Art and the Hong Kong Heritage Museum were selected as testing places
in this research. Pre-and post-visit questionnaires were designed for individual
gallery to assess to what extent the students in this study could be stimulated and
motivated to learn through visiting the five galleries. In-depth interviews in the form
of focus group discussion were followed up in order to find out how these students
learnt from studying of artifact inside museums. From the opinions expressed in the
guestionnaires and during the focus group discussion session, it was found that these
students had definitely learnt something new from their museum visit. However, by
comparing the results of the pre- and post-visit questionnaires, evidence of improved
learning experience was not obvious, especially for the three galleries inside the Hong
Kong Museum of Art.
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