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“Those Who Can, Teach”: Reflections on Positive and Strength-Based Schooling

David W. Chan
Department of Educational Psychology

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The issues relating to the adequacy of teacher preparation were discussed in the context of the
changes in pre-university and university education curriculum structure and the positive psychology
movement. Positive schooling as well as identifying and using character strengths were described as
promising approaches to improve teacher preparation. The use of positive intervention exercises
that promote for teachers a satisfying life that encompasses the pleasant life, the engaged life, and

the meaningful life interpretable as the antithesis of teacher burnout was explored.
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A Preliminary Study of a Microworld for Learning Probability

Kian-sam Hong

Ding-kiew Su

Faculty of Cognitive Sciences and Human Development

Universiti Malaysia Sarawak

In this study, the researchers developed the Web-based Probability Explorer (WPE), a mathematical

microworld and investigated the effectiveness of the microworld’s constructivist learning



environment in enhancing the learning of probability. The study also looked at students’ satisfaction
with the microworld’s features. The quasi-experimental, non-random pre- and post-test static group
research was conducted with 52 students from two secondary schools in Kuching, Sarawak,
Malaysia. The findings showed that students’ learning of probability was enhanced after interacting

with the WPE. The students were also satisfied with the features of the WPE.
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environment

Which Rubric is More Suitable for NSS Liberal Studies? Analytic or Holistic?

Sze-wing A. Kuo

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

This paper tries to gather evidence from literature review, to answer the question asked by the Hong
Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA): whether analytic rubric or holistic rubric
should be chosen in scoring candidates” written responses of New Senior Secondary (NSS) Liberal
Studies public examination. Criteria for comparison include: impact, discriminative power,
inter-rater reliability, bias-free, and time-saving. Analysis of the research findings suggests that
analytic rubric appeared to be more appropriate for the assessment. Further studies are suggested to
be done in implementing a large scale research project for facilitating learning from
performance-based assessment, accommodation of students with special learning difficulty,

combination of holistic and analytic rubric and comprehensive raters’ training.
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Continuation of Crippled Citizenship: Civic Virtues Are for Social Responsibility or for

Political Participation?

Anais Wai-chun So

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Citizenship education becomes a sociological issue when it is a deliberate selection of knowledge
by authority. This article analyses a series of junior secondary textbooks of Economic and Public
Affairs in terms of the reflected civic virtues at the time of a decade after Hong Kong was returned
to China. Selected textbooks have been investigated for the nature of the content: 45.32% for
citizenship knowledge, 49.26% for economic development and other core factual knowledge while
5.42% for civic virtues. Textual and image analysis followed provides further evidence of its
crippled form of citizenship for its neglect, inadequacy and prejudice of civic virtues since they are
considered pivotal in the making of civic culture, political output and social responsibility. Overall,
the findings of this textbook analysis further illustrate the prevalence of the incompetence, passivity,

partiality and ambiguity of citizenship in Hong Kong.

Key words: civic virtues, citizenship, textbook
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