Educational Research Journal

Volume 23 No. 1 (Summer 2008)

Perfectionism and the Striving for Excellence

David W. Chan
Department of Educational Psychology
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This paper provides an overview of recent research studies on perfectionism in the
context of the changing conceptions of perfectionism as well as the development of
new multidimensional perfectionism measures. The findings on the dimensionality
and typology of perfectionism as well as the prevalence of perfectionism among
gifted students have led to the conclusion that perfectionism can be distinguished into
positive and negative dimensions, and that there are healthy as well as unhealthy
perfectionists. Implications of these recent findings for the promotion of positive
perfectionism as the striving of excellence and the call for more longitudinal research
studies on perfectionism of Chinese students are discussed.
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The present study examined the psychometric properties of the Life Effectiveness
Questionnaire — Version H (LEQ-H), an instrument for the assessment of life skills in
project work (PW) context with Singaporean students. Specifically, we examined the
internal consistency, as well as discriminant and convergent validity of the subscales
in LEQ-H. Second, we tested the proposed measurement model against four other
alternative models and confirmed with a second sample. In addition, we examined the
invariance of the measurement tool across gender. A total of 1,264 secondary school
students were recruited from nine typical government funded co-educational
secondary schools in Singapore. All the subscales had adequate internal consistency
but two subscales lacked convergent validity. Five competing models were compared
using confirmatory factor analyses. The results provide evidence of a seven first-order
measurement model of the LEQ-H. Multigroup analysis demonstrated invariance of
the factor forms, factor loadings, factor variances, and factor covariances, error
variances and disturbances across gender. In summary, the findings affirm that the
LEQ-H, with the seven first-order measurement model, can be an appropriate
measurement tool to assess the effects of PW on students’ life skills such as time
management, social competence, achievement motivation, task leadership, emotional
control, active initiative and self-confidence.
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On Struggles and Resistance: English-medium Education as

Intrinsically “Good”?
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This article consists of a review and discussion of the literature on English-medium
education and social differentiation in colonial contexts. A major question concerns
the extent to which access to English, and its relationship to social inequality, are
converging in diverse contexts (Malaysia, Singapore and Hong Kong) formerly under
a specific colonial power (Britain). By engaging the review in comparative
perspectives, the discussions challenge the confident assumption that English-medium
education is intrinsically “good” in the discourse of English as an international
language. English-medium education tends to promote unequal opportunity for
students on the basis of social class; and class disparity is reinforced by the
requirements for good English in society, in both study and work contexts. This
article further argues that the unequal basis and consequences of differential access to
English and the local struggles around English need to be redressed; and that the
perspectives of the field of English Language Teaching with a prevalent interest in
pedagogical issues need to be broadened.
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In this paper, we explore how learning experience can best be described and relate to
the teaching enactment so as to inform teaching practices in specific contexts. Two
lessons dealing with the same topic in Primary 4 in Hong Kong schools were
videotaped and a post-lesson diagnostic worksheet was given to the students. The aim
of the study was to identify differences between the two lessons in what was made
possible for learning on the topic, and to relate those differences to students’
perception and outcomes in learning. The data collected were analysed from the
theoretical assumption that “variation” in the “object of learning” is essential to
creating learning opportunities in the classroom. The results showed a critical
difference in the way the teachers handled the object of learning. This was in turn
found to have contributed to the opening of different “patterns of variation and
invariance” in and thus, different possibilities for learning the object of learning. This
difference was also reflected in the students’ report of their perception and outcomes
in learning.
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Investigating the Language Learning Attitudes of Postsecondary
Students Towards the Usage of Computer-mediated Communication

in the Language Classroom
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The purpose of the study was to investigate what attitudes postsecondary students have
towards the usage of computer-mediated communication (CMC) in the language
classroom and whether their attitudes differ from those of secondary students. Two
questionnaires were distributed to a class of postsecondary students (N = 19) studying
in a Pre-Associate degree programme at Form 6 level and a class of secondary school



students (N = 20) studying at Form 5 level at a postsecondary institution in Hong
Kong. Independent t test results showed that there were significant differences
between the responses of the two groups towards the usage of CMC in the classroom
in terms of enjoying electronic discussions (p = 0.000), using electronic discussions
outside the classroom (p = 0.14, p = 0.15), and using electronic discussions inside the
classroom (p = 0.005). Structured interviews were conducted with 3 postsecondary
students to probe for reasons of postsecondary students favoured electronic
discussions due to the following reasons: (1) convenience, (2) social bonding, (3)
awareness of linguistic mistakes, (4) research which can be done on the Web to discuss
on a topic, (5) a relaxing environment, (6) the fact that electronic discussions can be
saved as archives, and (7) cultural exposure.

Key words: computer-mediated communication, electronic discussions, postsecondary
students
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