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An Investigation of Teacher Wastage in Hong Kong
WONG Kam-cheung
ung Tsun Secondary School

The recent rapid rise of emigration in Hong Kong has not only caused shortage of
manpower in many professions, it has aso affected the teaching profession. The
purpose of this articleis to find out the extent of impact emigration has created on the
secondary school teachers. The article first captures a brief literature review on the
subject and differentiates wastage from turnover. It then draws on a survey-finding of
the Gong Kong Subsidized Secondary Schools Council of which the present author
was the main organizer. The finding discloses that among the aided secondary schools,
the teacher wastage rate was about 8.5%. This was a rise from a rather constant 6%
wastage rate recorded by the Education Department in the past few years. Among
those who left, over 15% was directly due to emigration, another 23% was associated
with the same reason. This initial evidence does establish that emigration has been the
major cause of the recent shortage of teachersin the secondary schools.
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A Study on the Quality of Test Itemsin Chinese Subject
FONG Kan-hay
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The teaching of Chinese has been, by and large, placing emphasis on writing and
reading: the former with training in essay writing whose titles are provided and the
latter with ability in comprehension of rescribed text in the form of answering long
and short questions. Since the advent of the eighties, the tem setters of the public
examinations in Hong Kong have been trying to do away with the superficiality and
generality of the traditional way of item setting. Instead, they have been focusing on
clarity and specificity in order to achieve objectivity when grading examination
papers. Undoubtedly, this new direction of setting examination papers in Chinese
subject has a good intention, but it seems to overdo the paper setting to the extent that
weaknesses of the new approach surpass its merits. The present author intends to
compare these new and traditional approaches to item setting in Chinese subject in
terms of item quality. This comparison is of significance to item setters in Chinese
subject in terms of item quality. This comparison is of significance to item settersin
Chinese subject for reference and to teachers of the same subject for instructional
considerations.
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The Concept of Intelligence of Hong Kong Primary School Students
HAU Kit-tai

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

FUNG Ka-ching

XKH S. Mathew’s Primary School

TANG Mei-sin

Baptist Liu Ming Choi Primary School

CHEUNG Chi-hung

Choi Wan S. Joseph Primary School

The present study examined students conceptions of intelligence. Primary school
students in Hong Kong (n = 129) were asked to indicate on a self-constructed
guestionnaire whether they believed that intelligence was an inborn and inmalleable
persona quality. A factor analysis of the items displayed a three-factor structure. It
was found that high achievers and those with high 1Q (as shown in the Raven
Progressive Matrices) believed that intelligent people were superior only in some
kinds of work, and they still had suggested by previous researches. The notion that
Chinese students are brought up in an environment where effort and hard work are
emphasized is supported.
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