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The World's Evolving Political Economy and The Emerging Globalization of
Education: A Set of Extrapolations, Interpolations, and Predictions Regarding
the Likely Future Internationalization of Education Policy

JamesW. GUTHRIE

University of California, Berkeley

Throughout the industrialized world, governments are seeking effective policies for
enhancing economic productivity through education, employing economic incentives
to promote the productivity of schooling, and searching for additional resources to
meet increasing demands for education.

Policy priorities and pedagogical practicalities presently differ among nations and
groups of nations and they assuredly will continue to do so. Nevertheless, as the
purposes of education are becoming economically more determined, the policies
which guide pedagogy will likely become increasingly more predictable. The result, at
least in Western Bloc nations, may well be a remarkable international convergence
among many of the systemic components of schooling, both higher and lower
education.

The purpose of this essay is to (1) describe the economic dynamics propelling
education policy reform internationally, (2) suggest the probable nature of future
higher and lower education system commonalties, (3) analyze the connection between
these convergent education components and economic productivity, and (4) speculate
regarding the consequences of these changes for professional educations.
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Vocabulary acquisition is a block-building process and a basic training component to
develop both reading and writing abilities. This study is based on data obtained from
classroom observation and video-taping of the processes of vocabulary instruction in
primary schools. The obtained data were analyzed in terms of teaching models,
instructional processes, and time alocation to different activities. The discussion
focused on the strategies and operations of the four vocabulary teaching methods:
Keyword method, context-clue method, definition method, and explanation method.
The results indicated that teachers were biased in selecting methods in vocabulary
instruction. Explanation method was found to be the one widely used by teachers,
hence reducing the effectiveness in stimulating students to associate clues in
vocabulary learning. It is reasoned that the lack of flexible approaches in vocabulary
teaching is one of the reasons for the ineffective learning.
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This study investigates the effects of text type and text length on macroprocessing.
Two types of texts were written and their macrostructures were based on the
generdization and construction rules in van Difk’s model. Each text contained two
parts, a context and a concluding statement. Short context was derived from the long
one by omitting the past part of the context. Subjects read the context and judged
whether the concluding idea adequately described what the text led to. Altogether 76
Form 11 students participated in this experiment. Significant difference was observed
in the latency measure on text length condition, longer latency being obtained on the
short text condition. Difference due to text type or text length was not significant in
the comprehension measure. This result does not concur with the previous research
which demonstrated effects of text type on recall tasks. The present findings were
interpreted that different cognitive strategies would be applied to comprehensibility
and memorability of text information involving different text types.

Approaches to Learning in Secondary and Tertiary Sudents in Hong Kong:
Some Compar ative Sudies

J.B. BIGGS

University of Hong Kong

Two seemingly conflicting stereotypes exist about Asian students. (i) they are
committed to a low level, rote-biased (or “surface”) approach to learning; (ii) they
achieve disproportionately well, particularly at tertiary level. Evidence for the former
view is mostly anecdotal, often extrapolated from what appear to be unfavourable
teaching environments; evidence favouring the second view comes from a variety of
sources. In the present study, students from Hong Kong portrayed a profile of motives
and learning strategies that suggested a more “academic” approach to learning and
studying than that of Australian secondary and tertiary students. Given also that
Asians attributions for academic success are more controllable, and therefore more
amenable to intervention, than are those of Western students, questions might be
asked about the “fit” of teaching methods to students’ characteristic approaches to
learning.
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An Algorithmic Implementation of Rasch Approach to Item Analysis with
Graphical Interpretation

Simon LOCK

Department of Computational Science University of Saskatchewan

LEONG Che-kan

Department for the Education of Exceptional Children University of Saskatchewan

One important element in designing experimental tests is the selection of appropriate
and adeguate items. One way to calibrate items in a simple and elegant manner is to
adopt the Rasch model. In our research project on modeling components of reading,
the Rasch model is implemented as a sample-free item analysis procedure on the
microcomputer. In this paper, the algorithmic implementation of the procedure is
reported. In addition, a graphical approach to item analysis based on the Rasch model
IS presented.

¢¢ﬁﬁrm '] Rasch 1814 55 il ¥ (,4:%4 i~ A S O
TRETETE 1A o <2 R P PR Rasch 510 ot e 1 g [P 55 s
%\l o

A Contingency Study of the Relationship Between Principal’s Leadership
Behavior and Teachers Organizational Commitment

Y UEN Pong-yiu & CHENG Yin-cheong

The Chinese University of Hong Kong

This cross-sectional correlation study aimed at understanding the conditions under
which a principal could lead. The conceptualization of the study was built upon basic
structure of contingency approaches of leadership. Both affective and continuance
commitment of teachers were employed as criteria measures of principa’s leadership
behaviors. The main study tested nine characteristics of teacher and five types of
teaching characteristics. Three interactions which contributed significantly to
organizational commitments were found. All of them demonstrated that the
relationship between principa’s leadership behaviors and organizational commitment
of teachers will be moderated in the presence of a certain characteristic in school. The
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results also supported Kerr’'s substitute theory in the setting of Hong Kong Aided
Secondary Schools. For affective commitment of teachers, professional orientation
was found to substitute for the supportive behavior of principals. On the other hand,
teaching experience was found to neutralize the supportive behavior of principals as
related to continuance commitment of teachers.
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The Medium of Instruction I ssue Revisited*
LO Lam-fat
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The present study reviews the current status of the medium of instruction issue in
Hong Kong and further investigates the effect of different modes of medium of
instruction on student achievement in major school subjects. A total of 779
secondary-3 students from different schools took achievement tests in English and in
mathematics. The English and mathematics teachers of these sampled students were
surveyed to determine the modes of instruction in their classes. In addition,
information regarding teacher and students characteristics was collected by means of
guestionnaire survey on the participating teachers and students. The findings reved
that in terms of mathematics achievements, students in the Chinese-dominant classes
excel those in the English-dominant and Chinese-and-English-mixed classes while
studentsin the latter classes are not significantly different, and that in terms of English
achievement, the Chinese-and-English mixed mode is superior to the
English-dominant mode.
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* The present study was supported by a grant No. 2415-37 from the Institute of Social
Studies, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. The views expressed do not represent
the policy or position of the funding agency.

Planning the Evaluation of a Curriculum Innovation: An Emphasis on Research
Design & Methodology

Susan M. BANNISTER

Evaluation Consultant

Barry J. BANNISTER

Hong Kong Polytechnic

This article discusses the rationale and methodology used for the research study of the
pilot and initial implementation stages of a curriculum innovation called Programme
DARE, i.e. Drug Abuse Resistance Education. It seeks to explain the use of a
particular research style, namely that of the augmented Case Study, and refers to the
contribution of various research techniques to this Mixed Methodology, most
particularly that of Programme Analysis, in addressing the issues arising from the
study. In developing a research design for the study, the article proposes that this
methodology is appropriate for the particular environment into which Programme
DARE was introduced.
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The present study was undertaken to investigate relation of the style of learning
mathematics with mathematics achievement, parents schooling, residential size and
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expectation from parents and self. Questions on incentive, willingness to think,
homework, belief in mathematics and others (such as the usage of calculators) and
copying from others (such as the usage of calculators and copying from blackboard)
were asked to appraise the learning style. Result revedls that the relation between
learning style with parents’ schooling and residential size is not strong; whereas the
relation between expectation and learning style appears mainly in the category
concerning homework. However, learning style exhibits considerable sex differences
and also differs between high and low achievers.

L ocality and The Quality of Preschoolsin Hong Kong
Sylvia OPPER
University of Hong Kong

The present study examined four indicators of quality in preschool programmes,
parent involvement class size, adult:child ratio, and teacher training, as reported by
preschool heads parents. Comparisons between the three localities of Hong Kong
Island, Kowloon and the New Territories showed that the quality of programmes, as
measured by these indicators, was less satisfactory in preschools in the New
Territories, particularly for parental involvement and teacher training.
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