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Changing Views of Knowledge

• Sources of Knowledge
– Education institution  Everywhere

• Learning not only in classroom

• Understanding of Knowledge
– Static  Dynamic

• Foundation knowledge, learning to learn, generic skills

• Structure of Knowledge
– Compartmental  Holistic

• Subjects & cross-curricular studies/Liberal Studies, 

projects

• Nature of Knowledge
– Authority  Personal and contextual

• Teachers & students learning together
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How Knowledge is built or learnt?

• Knowledge is an intrinsic part of doing 

things

– Theoretical, applied & practical learning, 

generic skills, values

• Knowledge is created between people

– Self learning & collaborative learning

• Knowledge is constructed in 

collaborative meaning making

– Multiple collaborative opportunities
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Pedagogy

Assessment
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Conditions for Knowledge Building in 334 –

aligning Curriculum, Pedagogy & Assessment
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Comparison between the New Academic 

Structure and the Existing Structure

Existing Structure

HKCEE

New Structure

Senior Secondary 3

Senior Secondary 2

Senior Secondary 1

Secondary 1

2011/12
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2015/16

The first cohort
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Secondary 3

Secondary 4

Secondary 5

Secondary 6

Secondary 1

Secondary 2

Secondary 3

Secondary 4

Secondary 5
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Seven Learning Goals of Students

1. To be biliterate and trilingual with adequate 
proficiency

2. To acquire a broad knowledge base, and be able 
to understand contemporary issues that may 
impact on one’s daily life at personal, community, 
national and global levels 

3. To be an informed and responsible citizen with a 
sense of global and national identity

4. To respect pluralism of cultures and views, and be 
a critical, reflective and independent thinker 

5. To acquire IT & other skills for being a lifelong 
learner 

6. To understand one’s career/academic aspirations 
and develop positive attitudes towards work and 
learning 

7. To lead a healthy life style with active participation 
in aesthetic and physical activities
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P1- S3

NSS

Values &

Attitudes

Generic 

Skills

General 

Studies

Moral and 

Civic 

Education

Intellectual 

Development

Community 

Service

Physical & 

Aesthetic 

Development

Career-related 

Experiences

NSS Curriculum

4 Core Subjects

Chinese Language

English Language

Mathematics

Liberal Studies

2 or 3 Elective 
Subjects

2 or 3 subjects 

chosen from NSS 
elective subjects, or 

from Applied Learning 
and/or other language 

courses

Other Learning 
Experiences
Moral and Civic 

Education, Community 
Service, Aesthetic 

Development, Physical 
Development and 

Career-related 
Experiences

4 Core 

Subjects

Chinese 

Language

English 

Language

Mathematics

Liberal Studies

45-55%

2 or 3 Elective 
Subjects

2 or 3 subjects 
chosen from 
NSS elective 

subjects, Applied 
Learning courses 

and/or other 
language 
courses

20-30%

Other 
Learning 

Experiences

Moral and Civic 
Education, 
Community 

Service, 
Aesthetic 

Development, 
Physical 

Development 
and Career-

related 
Experiences

15-35%

Building on Strengths of Basic Education
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• Liberal Studies uses knowledge 

and perspectives from other 

subjects to study contemporary 

issues so that students have the 

opportunity to:

– connect knowledge and 

concepts across different 

disciplines

– expand their perspectives 

beyond single disciplines

– study contemporary events not 

covered in single disciplines

Issues in 

Liberal Studies

English 

Language X2

Other Learning

Experiences X3

Chinese 

Language

Mathematics

X1

NSS Liberal Studies (LS) 

Inter-connectedness with Other Subjects
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Self and 
Personal 

Development

Society and 
Culture

Science, 
Technology and 
the Environment

Curriculum Framework of 

NSS Liberal Studies

Module 1ϩ
Personal Development and 

Interpersonal Relationships

Module 2: Hong Kong Today

Module 3: Modern China

Module 4: Globalization

Module 5: 

Public Health

Module 6: 

Energy Technology and 

the Environment

Independent Enquiry Study (IES)
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NSS Elective Subjects

Key Learning Areas Subjects

Chinese Language 

Education

 Chinese Literature

English Language 

Education

 Literature in English

Mathematics 

Education

 Mathematics Extended Modules 
Module 1: Calculus & Statistics

Module 2: Algebra & Calculus
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NSS Elective Subjects
Key Learning Areas Subjects (Elective)

Personal, Social and 

Humanities Education

Chinese History

Economics

Ethics and Religious Studies 

Geography

History

Tourism and Hospitality Studies

Science Education Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Science (Integrated, Combined)

Technology Education Business, Accounting and Financial Studies

Design and Applied Technology 

Health Management and Social Care 

Technology and Living

Information and Communication 

Technology

Arts Education Music

Visual Arts

Physical Education Physical Education
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Other Learning Experiences (OLE)

AIM: To facilitate whole person development

of students as lifelong learners with a focus on 

sustainable capacities

1. Aesthetic Development

2. Physical Development

3. Moral and Civic Education

4. Community Service

5. Career-related  Experiences
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Student Learning Profile (SLP)

• Under the NSS education, students are 

encouraged to build up a profile to record and 

reflect on their learning experiences and 

achievements. The content may include brief 

information about:

– Academic performance in school;

– Other Learning Experiences

– Awards/ achievements gained outside schools

• Heads of Universities Committee (HUCOM) 

will recognise SLP as a document of good 

reference value in admission process.
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Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary 

Education (HKDSE) Examination

• Standards-referenced reporting
– based on level descriptors

– candidates’ results indicate the standards 
achieved in terms of knowledge and skills

– independent of the performance of other 
candidates

– enable stakeholders know exactly what the 
candidates know

• Student performance to be reported with 
reference to five defined levels:
– 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

– Top Level 5 students awarded 5*, 5**
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New Learning Experiences

• Arts/Science stream specialisation obsolete

• Core subjects: Chin, Eng, Maths (some with 

extended modules, LS)

• Broad based and flexible educational 

experiences

• Blurred academic/vocational demarcation

• Multiple exits to various types of post 

secondary education
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Thank You !


